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The central task of education is to implant a will and facility for
learning; it should produce not learned but learning people. The truly
human society is a learning society, where grandparents, parents, and
children are students together. — Eric Hoffer

People of my generation went abroad, mostly to Germany, and learned
not the subject, but the taste for it, the style, the quality, the tradition. We
knew the libretto, but we had to learn the music. — Isidor Isaac Rabi

An education which does not cultivate the will is an education that
depraves the mind. — Anatole France
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President Bill Clinton gave a speech to Beijing University’s students and faculty.
June 29, 1998

From the windows of the White House, where I live in Washington, D.C., the
monument to our first President, George Washington, dominates the skyline. It is a
very tall obelisk, but very near this large monument there is a small stone which
contains these words: “The United States neither established titles of nobility and
royalty, nor created a hereditary system. State affairs are put to the vote of public
opinion. This created a new political situation, unprecedented from ancient times to
the present. How wonderful it is.”

Those words were not written by an American. They were written by Xu Jiyu,
governor of Fujian Province, inscribed as a gift from the government of China to
our nation in 1853.

I am very grateful for that gift from China. It goes to the heart of who we are as a
people -- the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, the freedom to
debate, to dissent, to associate, to worship without interference from the state.
These are the ideals that were at the core of our founding over 220 years ago.
These are the ideas that led us across our continent and onto the world stage. These
are the ideals that Americans cherish today.
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E:
1 Excerpts from President George W. Bush’s Address

In our lifetimes, we have already been given a glimpse of this bright future.
The advance of freedom and prosperity across the Asian continent has set a
hopeful example for all the world. And though the democracies that have
taken root in Asia are new, the dreams they express are ancient. Thousands
of years before Thomas Jefferson or Abraham Lincoln, a Chinese poet wrote
that, quote, “The people should be cherished, the people are the root of a
country; the root firm, the country is tranquil.” Today the people of Asia
have made their desire for freedom clear and that their countries will only be
tranquil when they are led by governments of, by and for the people.

Note: In his speech, President George W. Bush quoted the phrase
“government of, by, and for the people,” originally from Abraham Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address, which states, “that government of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”
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